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You're so 
reserved, 
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yourself 
together! 
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our appoint 
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hard, he'll be 
Fine with 


some rest 
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Totheats 


get-vell git 


on something 
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ling's a. ik 


fh, yes. He 

didn't work Fo 
Fiocble you, 
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brother of mi- 


ne will come 
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like we can't 
Re-arrange 


the meeting, 


Over 
work!? 
Ts he 

aleight!? 


collap- 
sed From 
over 
work, 
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house he 
day es 
antanged. 


wanna know a 
bit more about 
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Not * 
telling. 


Shuddup! 
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The boss 
was worried, 
foo. He was 


the one that 
told me about 
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( ARE YOU OP 

GONNA 
ORDER 
EVERY- 
THING 
ON THE 
MENU? 















I SHOULD 
VE 
ASKED IF 
HE WANTED 
: TEA OR 
M TOO  coFFEE 









I 
SCARED 




















This is 
terrible... 
A failure 

right from 
the begin- 
U ning... 





Whatshould 
Ido, I'm 
probably 
causing so 
‘uch trouble 
for Hokuto 








/  LTHougut 
IT MAY BE 
AN EFFECT 
OF His 
HOME LIFE 


ARE 
you 
LISTEN- 




















BUT HE 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 
HAVE ANY 
DRIVE TO 















HOKUTO- 
KUN HAS A 
HIGH IQ 






















what to 
do... 

























We 
WA I WAS 
WORRIED 
WA we couLDN'T 
TALK WITH 
YOu 
HUNCHED 
OVER LIKE 

















He's got 
sucha 
kind face 




















YOU'D 
STAY 
LONGER 
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What am 
I doing? 


I should have 
just left 
Namiki to do 
whatever 

























was smit- 
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e— get driven 
=——around by 
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\ i Slooking man 


The whole 
way 
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| CAN'T say 
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IF HE GET'S SLOW 
GOING... STARTER 
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I KNOW THAT 
HOKUTO CAN 
TAKE CARE OF 
HIMSELF 

























































Falling in 
love with a 
married 
man... 


{ THAT OLD Ly 
fr PROF- , 


/ FESSOR 








HOW'S 
YOUR 
OLDEST 
BROTHER 


IT WASN'T 
THAT 
SERIOUS 
TO BEGIN 


ELDEST 
IS HE BROTHER j 
AL- 
RIGHT? 


"ALRIGHT’ > 
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SENGEL... 
THANKS 
FOR YES- 
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ot, 


HE SEEMS / 
MUCH 
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too 
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YOURSELF 
TO THE 


+ ' LEAVE 
THE REST 
TO ME’... 





MORE IMPOR- 
TANTLY, IT'S THE 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF OUR PAR- 
ENT'S DEATH 
TOMORROW! 
HAVE YOU 
BOUGHT THEIR 
FAVOURITES? 


TODAY... 
TLL Buy 
THE OHAGI 
AND SHOU- 
CHU... 


CAN YOU 
HANDLE IT 
UNTIL I GET 


FORGOT 
ABOUT 
THAT IN 

ALL THE 





FORGET TO 
Buy THE = fi 
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My HOME- 
ROOM 


TEACHER | 













: 
0j, Hokuto! T heard 
what your Teacher 


TO DISCUSS 
THINGS WITH 


WHY 

DONT You NISHIYA 
HURRY AH! 

HOME AND YES!! 

GIVE HIM 




































































DO YOU é ARE YOU 
KNOW . GOING 
AKIYOSHI- ST] / TO CRAM | 
SAN'S PHONE |}! SCHOOL!? | 
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f «AHH, 
WHAT'S 
| WITH THE 
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+ SHOULD 

BE ABOUT 

THE RIGHT 
TIME... 



















































IM 
LEAVING 


pn Tf 
youre S8i"S 


Vea 


YEAH, 
SEE YOU! 
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HEY, HEY! 
YOUR 


BROTHER'S IN 
THE HOSPITAL, 
REMEMBER? 
AREN'T YOU IN 
THE WRONG 


PLACE? 









DID you SO 





FORWARD 





on 
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Ya? 
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[ MY TREAT, 
SO PICK 


WHATEVER 
YOU WANT! 
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'T HAVE 
SOMETHING 1'D 
LIKE To Discuss 


"00 YOU HAVE 
‘A MOMENT?" 
SHOULD BE POLITE | 4 
ENOUGH... S vy UM, FIRST TLL 
SN SAY 'SORRY FOR 
DISTURBING YOU 
WHEN YOU'RE 


I'm not busy. 
What's up, young 























Um, do you 
wind if we 
talk now? 


HO...HOME? 
YOURS!?, 

































































































Too busy? Ok 
then, let's not- 


_ es 
AMOLINTS OF 
FREE TIME!! 


EH?! 







































AN ITALIAN 
RESTAURANT 


YOU KNOW SOME 
STYLISH PLACES, 
HUH. WILL T HAVE 
TO CHANGE MY 






NAKED 
CAPTAIN? 





No, 
NAKAMURA 
MASATOSHI 





IT'S FINE, TOUGO 


GOES THERE IN A 


JERSEY CAUSE 
HE'S LAZY 


Re 








DO YOu 
KNOW 
SAIBA'S? 

































I BROUGHT 
HIM HERE TO. 
MAKE UP FOR 
THE LAST TIME 


AH, THAT WASN'T 
ACTUALLY WHAT 


THAD IN MIND 





NO, GO AHEAD AND 
ENJOY YOURSELF 










SHUT UP, 
FINISH WITH 
THE SUCKING | 
2 \ UP ALREADY 


I WAS BEING 
CARELESS 
THAT TIME, 


HE'S ALWAYS 
KEEPING 


QUIET AND 
SHOULDERING 
EVERYTHING 
BY HIMSELF 


T’M NOT TRYING: 
TO BRIBE YOU 
INTO IT, BUT... 

















I THOUGH HE 
WAS A BIT 
APATHETIC 
TOWARDS 


THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 





EVEN AMONG 
HIS BROTHERS 
HE ALWAYS 
WATCHES FROM 
A DISTANCE 


RATIONAL, AND 
NEVER SAYS 
MORE THAN 
NECESSARY 








IS THIS A 


AND SENSEI 
WEARING AN 
APRON... 




















el WHAT DID 
2 YOU WANT 
MADE YOU GO TO TALK 
TO ALL THIS 





I THOUGHT 
ABOUT GETTING 
BUT TOUGO SAID A JOB...10 
THAT IT WOULD HELP OUT MY 
GET IN THE WAY FAMILY... 
OF MY STUDIES 
AND FORBADE 
Move 





WELL, YOU 
ARE AN 
ADULT...WHY 
NOT GET A 
JOB AND NOT 
TELL HIM? 











HE KICKED 
‘ME OUT 
THE HOUSE 
FORA 





WEEK 





























N Hi 
WAS JUST A 
TEENAGER... 







AND 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT HE'S 
SAYING WHEN HE 
TELLS ME THAT 
I NEED TO 
STUDY... BUT... 












ALL SINCE OUR 
PARENTS DIED... 














HE KNOWS 
VERY WELL 





HE WORRIES 
aBouT You 
TOO, AND 
THAT'S WHY 
He's SO 
STUBBORN 
ABOUT THINGS: 








THAT'S JUST 
<n THE, SAME AS 
i : neem VETTING HIM 
SERIOUSLY ' 
WANT TO y 


HELP HIM 





'M GLAD... 
WAS ABLE TO 
TALK TO SENSEI 














ow 


wnt 


HAS SHE ~) YOU | vans gi\ 
FIGURED YN _Boy- } 
HE'S THE OLDER ME OUT FRIEND? 
BROTHER OF ALREADY...? 
‘ONE OF MY ARE YOu 
SOME 


STUDENTS! 
KINO OF 
STUPIO!? 








SHE'S NOT 
GOING TO ASK 
WHY T'M HERE, 
EVEN THOUGH 

I'M NOT AN 

ALUMNUS...? 





GIVE YOU A 
LPT BACK sWHAT A COOL 
Ue» CHARACTER... 
SHE'S A BIT 
LIKE HOKUTO... 


FOR LENDING 
ME YOUR 
UMBRELLA... 





























T’M FALLING 
MORE AND 
MORE IN LOVE 
WITH You 





| RUINING 
| Your pate 
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| HUH!? | OFF 10 SEE j (' a 
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| ), - A 
| //, hfe ae 
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hs 
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I THINK SHE'S 
HOLDING OUT TO 
‘SEE WHICH ONE 
SHE WANTS TO 


MARRY 












I DON'T THINK 

SHE'S FIGURED 

OUT THAT I 
KNOW 






BUT NOW... +: WELL, WHEN 


I DON'T PRESSED I DID 
THINK I CARE THINK T WANTED 
TO MARRY HER... 







ANYMORE... } 





THAT'S THE 


SHORT 

WHY AM T VERSION 

TELLING A KID 
THIS...?. 
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Adis. 
ISEE 
UNDERNEATH 
THAT POKER 
FACE OF HIS: 
I WONDER 2 
EMOTIONS 












BUBBLE? 












HE'S KINDER 
THAN ANYONE 
ELSE I KNOW 








EVEN HIS: 
| OWN woRDS 
| ARR HM 
| 








YOU... FOR 
TAKING ME 
BACK 




























































































































































































I Got 
ANGRY WITH 


TELLING ME 
WHAT I 

































































GOT UP ON 


THe FiesT \IKAY 
col? if 


nN 





EVEN THAT 
COTTON-BRAIN 


NISHIYA... 


2, YOU WON'T 
FINISH BEFORE 
NACCHAN GET'S 





















































































































































+1 SOMETHING'S 
WEIRD HERE... 


r 
ond 














































He'd break 
up with 
his girl- 









dust be- 
cause of 
what 
happened 
yesterday 














>— 
From Hokuto 


/ miss you, 
1 contact you 
again and I'll wait 
for your lia] 





‘Whaddya 
want for 
\unch? 





HE'S 
STILL A KID 
+I WON- 


DER IF HE'S 
MAD... 











mame 
[ 


my 
Y 

<a WHAT 

ae, aut anes 


yOu 
DOING!? 





SELFISH! 




















YES! I'M 
QUITE FINE 
WITH BEING 

Busy! 

































The one 
I want... 
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Vy 


Vy 


DATES eS U roe 
HAPPEN SEA... \-T-T-T 
AT THE 4 oe 
SEASIDE? "ea 
i Cod 
Wi 
VE 
SNE 
i 
g ) 
2, 





TODAY'S 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY... 


A be 


G 


WHAT...?, 


SHE'S AT... 
HER OTHER 
BOYFRIEND'S 
PLACE... 
TODAY? 


+ HMM? 


AH... WELL, 
Y'KNOW... 























































































































































































































































































































































































































VA-VA- 


















































‘SPX: SHAKE. 


+ WHAT 
ABOUT... 


GIRLFRIEND? 














I'M NICE 
AND WARM 
HERE... 


WELL, I 
DON'T WANT 
TO SAY 
SOMETHING 
THAT GIRLY... 




















YOU'RE 
FREEZING! 
LEAVE IT ‘TIL 
SUMMER AND 
T'LL BRING 
YOU HERE AS 
OFTEN AS YOU 
LIKE! 


+--5O WOULDN'T 
SOMEWHERE 
WARMER BE 
BETTER? 














4 WHAT, WOULD LET'S GO 
YOU RATHER AH, FOR 
HAVE YAKINIKU! 
ai SOMETHING 
ELSE? 

"if fe =e Rr 

—— \ gas low 

~ = 






































































































































































































































THIS? NOT 
REALLY... 





I’M JUST... 











YOU'VE GOT 


wHy wouLp _ALL THAT 
YOU WANT FROM SOME 


GIRLS! 





TOUGO'S 
GETTING OUT OF 
HOSPITAL TODAY, 

RIGHT? DON'T 
YOU NEED TO 


HEY... DON’T 
YOU THINK 
HE'LL MISS 

you? 








LET'S GO 














I AVOIDED THE 
SUBJECT TOO 
MUCH... 





THIS 1S: 
REALLY 
HERE TRICKY... 
































ow 

“yy 

= 

—~ 

-THIS? 
CHOCOLATE 
ma 
{ —= 







































































YOU WANTED 
SOME, RIGHT? 
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~) ARE YOU 












































































































SEE YOU 
TOMORROW - 













































































NEAKING 
AROLINO WHEN I 
WASN'T HERE!! 


LD YC 
IS 


I TOLD YOuUTO 
FOCUS ON YOUR 
TUDIES, 


REMEMEER!? 























go 


I DON'T WANT 
YOU TO END UP 


LIKE ME, 
HAVING LEFT 
SCHOOL 


BEFORE 
GRADUATING!! 


THERE ARE 






































vu lF IT GETS IN 
THE WAY OF 
YOUR STUDIES 
EVEN A LITTLE, 
TILL MAKE YOU 
Quit! 


ONSROR 


YOU ONLY 
Just GOT 

OUT OF THE 
HOSPITAL 














2 >SSO 


— \ 


WHERE HAVE 
YOU BEEN THIS. 
LATE AT NIGHT 
a EVEN 
CALLING ME? 








wre 















IT'S BEEN 











\\ \ 


A : 
ALRIGHT 















HEY, TOUGO, 
WHY DON'T YOU 
COME OVER TO 
MY PLACE? T'LL 
MAKE US SOME 















THEY'RE 
JUST RIGHT 
FOR EATING, 
SO I DON'T 
WANT TO USE 
THEM YET 










THE INGREDI- 
ENTS FOR 
TOMORROW'S 
LUNCHES 


































LOOKED AFTER 
THE HOUSE- 
RK 





WHEN OUR 
PARENTS DIED, 








THE INSU- 
RANCE ON 


THIS PLACE 
MEANT WE 
KEPT THE 
BUT OUR 
PARENTS HAD 
QUITE A FEW 


HAD TO SELL 
IT ANYWAY 


I DIDN'T WANT 
US TO LOOSE 
OUR HOME, SO 
I GOT REALLY 
HARD-HEADED 
ABOUT IT... 





I EVEN MADE 
OUR GRANMA IN 
KYUSHU DO THE 

PAPERWORK 

FOR ME, EVEN 

THOUGH SHE 


ui 

REMEMBER 
PASSED 

AWAY LAST 
YEAR... 








GRANMA 
WAS ALWAYS 
WORRYING 


ABOUT US, 
RIGHT UP UNTIL 
‘SHE DIED... 


WOULD HAVE 
BEEN BETTER 


OFF OUR RELA- 
TIVES HAD SPLIT 
US OFF... 














EVERYONE IS 
TRYING HEARD 

















AND IT 
EVEN CAME 
FROM HOKUTO 
WITHOUT 
PROMPTING 


NOT REALLY... 
THEY HAVEN'T 
ASKED ME 
ABOUT ANY- 
THING 


1 
weer SERIOUSLY 


cays 








Z 


























NISHIYA 








THAT'S WHY 
I NEVER 
WANTED TO 
BURDEN YOU 
WITH ANY- 
THING 





FOR YOU 
TO BECOME 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
TO BECOME 


WITH YOUR 
JOB... IF 
YOU EVER 
WANT TO 
QUIT, GO 


AHEAD 











I NEVER 


SO THANK 

THE YOU...FOR 
WRONG HELPING ME 
PERSON? VJ LAST NIGHT 





T-TAKE 
CARE, 
ly HOKUTO! WHY 
DON'T (: 
YOu Au! 
REPORT 
IN? 
a I 
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(9% 
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x 
AH?IL 
NOTH-| war's 
WHAT ARE ING!! \ WRONG? 
YOU MAD 
ABOUT? 













































































































































































YOU 
YELLED AT 
HOKUITC 
~ 

ARC = 
= Z 
_ 

we 

——s 



















































































THERE'S 
NO POINT 


EVEN IF T 
DO GO, HE'LL 
BE ON HIS WAY 


WELL IF 


























THEN YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
TO FORCE 
YOURSELF 


--NISHIYA'S 
SUDDENLY 
ACTING ALL 
GROWN- 
up... 


AND IT'S 
LIKE... 
EVERY- 
ONE'S... 





My 








YOU CAN 
YELL AT ME 
AS MUCH AS 
YOU LIKE, I 
DON'T MIND 























































































































AND YOU 


Ss 
Gooma ——— 
FR ey. a 
ntDON' 
” TREAT ME 
er UKE A 



































































































































































































































































































































SILLY! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU TALK- 
ING ABOUT 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 
STOOD UP 

TO HIM 


AND GOT 
HIM TO SEE 
YOUR SIDE 
OF THINGS! 








TM 




















so 
HAPPY 
Bie F - g 
= 
— 
Cl 
ail 
Y= 
\ (aa 
P, ae 
: te 
o sounds 
5 happy... x 
=e ee y 














I-I'M SO 
INCONSI- 
DERATE!! 












































NO, 1 


a 
COMLDN’T 
POSSIBLY 





ALRIGHT, 
TLL LeT 
You 
TREATME 
THIS TIME 


IT'S FINE!! 
YOU'RE 
ALWAYS: 
LOOKING 

AFTER ME!! 


PLEASE! 
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If only I 
could tell 
you how 
grateful 
lam... 

















WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? . { 
HAD YOUR p mi HAVE YOU 
LUNCH YET? ( EATEN? 








YOU BUSY 
TONIGHT? 





WHERE DO 
YOU WANT 
10 GO? 


WHAT DID 
TOUGO 
SAY? 


HE DIDN'T, 
I'LL TELL HIM 
WHEN I GET 
TO THE BAR 














WHO'S THAT, 
AKI-SAN? 
GIRLFRIEND? 














$ 
Ve gon | neh 
essere i) 


pe 
AN 








No, well, this is what they're like, 
B/ > 5 

















OBVIOUSLY 
IT'S GONNA 
BE COLD IN 
WINTER AND 





IF YOU 
LEAVE HIM 
TOIT, HE'S 

PRETTY 
SELF- 
‘SUPFICENT? 


AN 


No, well, this is wi 


at they're like. /END 


YOUR 

YOUNGEST 

BROTHER'S 
REALLY SPOI- 
LED AT HOME, 





Truc Story. 





FEET!? WHY!? 
DID YOU HURT 
YOURSELF? 





BUT IF I 
CURL MY 
TOES IN 

THEY STILL 

FIT, $0... 


STILL DON'T 
GROWING! JUST 
PUT uP 

WITH 

THESE 

THINGS! 


THIS STORY HAPPENED WITH THE SON OF MY FRIEND. 


DURING THE EXTRAS, NAMIKI WAS AT WORK. 
OR, PERHAPS OUT WITH NATSU-CHAN. ONE OR THE OTHER. 


} 
True Story. /END 
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